Day Trip
« Middle Atlas » MoucHArABIEH
Ifrane, Azrou, Bhalil, Sefrou

Private comfort grand taxi price:
From 1 to 4 people: 140 euros
Very large private comfort taxi:

5 to 8 people: 170 euros

After your breakfast, around 9 a.m., you will leave with your private taxi to discover the Middle
Atlas. This excursion offered by your Riad “Le Moucharabieh” is a combination of two excursions
offered elsewhere.

You will start by discovering the town of Ifrane, located on the northwest slope of the Middle
Atlas, at an altitude of 1630 meters. Its wide avenues, its perfectly clean urban development, its
gardens, its green spaces and its architecture with its pointed roofs make this city look like a
Swiss city. Unique in Morocco, Ifrane is nicknamed “the little Moroccan Switzerland”. It has a
major ski resort, Michlifen, which is very popular in winter. In summer, it is for its coolness that
families from the region gather there, in its cedar forests or along its numerous rivers and
springs.

Then, your next stop will be the important Berber town of Azrou, where its population makes
authentic carpets and practices wood carving. You will have lunch there, a meal of grilled meats
or tagines over a wood fire, take a short tour of its small medina, then leave to discover its
incredible cedar forest, some of which is thousands of years old, and which is populated by
numerous Gibraltar monkeys (Gibraltar macaques). Barbarie or Magot). Peanut or banana stands
at your disposal in the forest will allow you to feed them, guaranteed success! It will also be
possible, for a few dirhams, to go for a horseback ride in this sublime forest.

You will take the road again towards Fez, and turn off to discover the pretty little hilltop and
colorful village of Bhalil, where Berber families have the particularity of living in troglodyte
caves, which led Bhalil to be classified as a national heritage site in 1950. This village is home to
500 troglodyte caves, for 14,000 inhabitants. About a hundred are inhabited, the others are
intended for storage. This village, which dates from the 4th century, has retained a certain
rusticity that the inhabitants maintain today. The villagers of Bhalil live from agriculture, they
cultivate olive trees, almond trees, and fruit trees, or even from making djellaba buttons. Nearly
1000 women from this village make these handmade buttons, which leave every day for
destinations like Casablanca, or further afield like Belgium for example.

Finally, you will end your visit with the small green town of Sefrou. Founded in 682, Seffrou is
one of the oldest cities in Morocco. Located at an altitude of 800 meters, at the foot of the
Middle Atlas. In the 19th and 20th centuries it was a haven of peace and conviviality where
Muslims and Jews lived in total communion. It therefore forged the image of a place where
cultures, beliefs, languages and traditions mixed freely, without any prejudice or feeling of
hatred. With its ramparts surrounding the city and its 7 imposing gates, Sefrou was also made
famous for its waterfalls of around 10 meters high, and the waters of Wad Aggay which make its
lands fertile, where many fruit trees grow. , the best known of which is undoubtedly the cherry
tree: habb lemlouk (the fruit of kings). The Sefrou cherry, known and appreciated throughout
the kingdom, is distinguished by its black color, its very sweet taste and its weight of more than
14g. Attached to this fruit, the Sefriouis have dedicated to it every year, for a century (first
celebration in 1920), a festival with the election of Miss Cerisette, a young girl chosen from
among the most beautiful young girls in the kingdom, and daily processions and celebrations.
which attract people from all over the country.

Return to Fez at the end of the afternoon.
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